io6                 Constantine
things we may keep an open mind, but the fashion-Ing of the Labarum-—the sacred standard which
was preserved for so many centuries as the most precious of imperial heirlooms and was seen and described as late as the ninth century—this was the outward and visible proof of the change which had
come over the Emperor. He had abandoned Apollo for Christ. The sun-god had been the favourite
deity of his youth and early manhood, as it had been of Augustus Cassar, the founder of the Empire, and
the originator of the close association between the worship of Apollo and the worship of the reigning Cassar. Constantine would not fail to note that many of the most gracious attributes of Apollo belonged also to Christ,
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